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The Commission staff has a “going 
away party” for Eunice Eley at the 
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All guests now entitled to free parking in our con- 
necting garage. Air-conditioned, re-decorated 
rooms and suites, including television, radio, cir- 
culating ice water. Excellent food, experienced 
catering department, coffee shop and dining room. 
Complete new convention facilities and meeting 
rooms which accommodate up to 850. Trained staff 
for conventions, closed circuit TV, portable stages, 
display space. All your delegates under one roof: 
400 rooms with private bath. 


E. BILL GREEN 
General Manager 
Dial 2-7741 
Jackson, Miss. 


roing MISSISSIPPI’S LARGEST AND MOST MODERN 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


MLA Committee Chairmen 


Adult Education—Mrs. C. C. Clark, Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission, Jackson 

Awards—Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Hinds 
Junior College, Raymond 

Constitution and By1laws—Elizabeth 
Jones, Grenada County Library, Gre- 
nada 

Exhibits—Martha Couty, Mississippi 
Library Commission, Jackson 

Hospitality—Mary Elizabeth Younger, 
Murrah High School, Jackson 

Membership—Alberta Edmondson, 
Jackson Elementary Schools, Jackson 

Program—Mary Love, Jackson Elemen- 
tary Schools, Jackson 

Registration and Tickets—Mary Ellen 
Guess, Jackson Elementary Schools, 
Jackson 

Standards and Planning—Mrs. Lura 
Currier, Mississippi Library Commis- 
sion, Jackson 

Publicity—Mrs. Kay Cooley, Mississippi 
Library Commission, Jackson 

Local Arrangements—Mrs. Willie H. 
Shearer, Capital Area Regional Li- 
brary, Raymond 





PLAN TO ATTEND MLA CONFER- 
ENCE IN OCTOBER 


Pay Association dues to Sybil Hanna, 
Jackson Municipal Library 
Individuals $1.00 — Institutions $2.50 
Edwards Hotel, Jackson 
October 25, 26, 27 











MLA Convention Highlights 


Thursday, October 25, will feature a 
workshop for public librarians. What 
we will do and how we will do it, now 
that the money for the Library Serv- 
ices Act has been appropriated, will be 
the theme of the workshop. Julia Ben- 
nett of the ALA Washington Office, 
will be there to serve as consultant. 


Friday October 26. Outstanding on 
the program for Friday is the speech 
to be made at the trustees’ luncheon 
by The Honorable Moran M. Pope, 
Mayor of Hattiesburg. It is planned 
that Julia Bennett serve as a consul- 
tant at the meeting which will follow. 
Banquet plans for the evening are in- 
complete. 


Saturday, October 27. The College 
Section will have a breakfast meeting, 
with Mrs. Sara A. Verner of the Univer- 
sity of Alabama, as the guest speaker. 
Mrs. Verner has been in charge of the 
Rare Book Room at Alabama since 1947. 


A panel on bookbinding will be the 
program of the School Library Section. 
Represented on the panel are to be a 
public librarian, a high school librarian, 
a college librarian, a special librarian. 
From the publishers’ point of view, 
there will be a representative of trade 
editions, one representing library bind- 
ing, and a representative of the pre- 
binding industry. This program will 
be held at a time when all those in- 
terested may attend. 
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Julia Bennett 


Personalities Unlimited 


It’s sort of like trying to gild the lily 
to write a flattering piece about Julia 
Bennett. Her devoted and untiring ef- 
forts to bring about passage of the 
Library Services Act have made her 
more than ever tops in everyone’s book. 
Here, then, are only a few vital statis- 
tics. 

Julia is a southerner by birth. She 
was born in Danville, Kentucky and 
later moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, 
where she finished high school. Her 
B. A. degree was received from the 
University of Tennessee. In 1940, she 
was awarded a B. S. in Library Science 
from the University of Illinois Library 
School. 

Prior to joining the ALA Washington, 
D. C. office in 1951, Julia Bennett work- 
ed in the extension department of the 
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Honorable Moran M. Pope 


Lawson McGhee Library at Knoxville; 
the Farragut High School Library in 
Concord, Tennessee; again in the Law- 
son McGhee Library from 1941-45; as 
reference assistant in the public library 
at Pasadena, California; and in the 
Public Library of Charlotte and Mech- 
lenburg County, Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina. Since 1952, she has been the Di- 
rector of the ALA Washington Office. 

Other activities include membership 
in the Quota Club International, Delta 
Delta Delta National Sorority, ALA, 
Special Libraries Association, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Library Association. 
She is the ALA representative to the 
Women’s Joint Congressional Commit- 
tee and present chairman; member of 
the National Civil Liberties Clearing 
House and present vice-chairman for 
Intellectual Freedom. 

(Please turn Page) 
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Honorable Moran M. Pope 


A busy and popular man (or maybe 
superman) is the Mayor of Hattiesburg, 
with more activities on his schedule 
than mere man could handle. 

Mr. Pope was born in Columbia but 
moved to Hattiesburg in early child- 
hood. He graduated from the Demon- 
stration High School and from Missis- 
sippi Southern College, where he re- 
ceived numerous honors — scholastic, 
dramatic and athletic. In 1948 he grad- 
uated from the University of Missis- 
sippi School of Law. 

His activities and honors in Hatties- 
burg and in the state are too numerous 
to list. He is active in the Jaycees, 
Elks Club, Masons, Hattiesburg Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Mississippi Munici- 
pal Association and the Baptist Church. 
It is hard to name a worthwhile civic or 
educational cause in which he has not 
actively participated in recent years. 

Mr. Pope was elected Mayor of Hat- 
tiesburg at the age of 30—the youngest 
mayor in the history of the city. He 
was nominated for one of the ten most 
outstanding young men in the US. in 
1952 and 1954 and was chosen as Mis- 
sissippi’s most outstanding young man 
in 1955. 

Mr. Pope is now in the inactive naval 
reserve with the rank of lieutenant. 


Mrs. Sara A. Verner 


Mrs. Verner, who has been in charge 
of the Rare Book Room at the Univer- 
sity of Alabama since 1947, plans to 
drive to Jackson on Friday, October 
26. She hopes to arrive in time for 
library tours and the Friday night ban- 
quet. 


In her talk Mrs. Verner will discuss 
some of the problems common to all of 
us in handling and preserving unusual 
materials. Immediately after the talk 
participants in the meeting will have 
an opportunity to talk with her about 
particular problems or to present other 
questions for discussion with the group. 
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Library Association Officers 
President Mary Love 
Jackson Elementary Schools 
Vice-President Jeanne Broach 
Meridian Public Library 
Secretary-Treasurer Sybil Hanna 
Jackson Municipal Library 





WHO’S WHO IN MLA 
(Officers not included) 


Executive Board 


Mary Love Jackson 
Meridian 


__.Jackson 


Jeanne Broach 
Sybil Hanna 

Lura Currier Jackson 
Manie Berry Tupelo 


Section Chairmen 


College Library _.Margarete Peebles 
State College 


Public Library 
Pascagoula 


Lola L. Kell 


School Library Susie Bull 


Columbus 
Trustee Mary Henley 
Biloxi 


ALA Council Representative 


Anona Jenkins... Clarksdale 
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10:00 A.M. 
10:00—11:45 A.M. 
1:00—2:00 P.M. 
2:00—4:00 P.M. 
7:30—9:00 P.M. 


9:00—10:00 P.M. 


8:30—9:30 A.M. 
9:30 A.M. 


12.30—2:15 P.M. 


2:30—4:00 P.M. 


2:30—5:00 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 


8:00—9:30 A.M. 
9:30—10:30 A.M. 
10:45—12:00 A.M. 
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PROGRAM 


Mississippi Library Association 


October 25-27, 1956 


Hotel Edwards, Jackson, Mississippi 


Thursday, October 25 


Registration desk opens 
Workshop for Public Librarians 
Visit exhibits 

Workshop for Public Librarians 


Introduction of Exhibitors 
“Musical Talk” by Dr. Robert Holland, Mississippi 
State College 


Open House honoring guests and new members 


Friday, October 26 
Visit Exhibits 
Business Meeting—Announcements 
Talk by Miss Julia Bennett, ALA Washington Office 


Subject: “My Day” as director of ALA Washington 
Office 


Luncheon 
Speaker: The Honorable Moran Pope, Mayor of Hat- 
tiesburg 


Trustees Meeting 

Theme: “Books for People Without Books” (Library 
Services Act) 

Features: 
Speakers and Resource People: Miss Julia Bennett, 
Mrs. E. B. Nash, Mrs. Lura G. Currier, Mrs. Kay B. 
Cooley, Miss Manie Berry 

Small Discussion ‘Groups 

Panel of Interrogators: Selected Trustees 


Tour of Libraries 


Banquet 


Speaker: The Honorable Frank Smith, Congressman 
from Mississippi 


Saturday, October 27 
Section Breakfasts 
Visit Exhibits 
Joint Meeting 
Panel Discussion on Book Binding 


Moderator: John Hall Jacobs, New Orleans Public 
Library 
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SPECIAL BULLETIN! 


Congressman-Author To Be Convention Banquet Speaker 


It’s not every day that members of 
the Mississippi Library Association 
have the privilege of listening to an 
author and a congressman simultane- 
ously and at one fell swoop. Sounds 
as if two “bodies” will have to be oc- 
cupying a single space at the same time 
in violation of the laws of science, 
doesn’t it? 


In this case, everything will be nor- 
mal and scientifically sane—for the au- 
thor and congressman will be none 
other than Author-Congressman Frank 
E. Smith of Greenwood. 


As representative to the U.S. Con- 
gress from Mississippi’s third Congres- 
sional district, Mr. Smith has made a 
record of which Mississippians are 
proud. Librarians, trustees, and other 
friends of libraries know him especial- 
ly for his continued sponsorship of 
the Library Services Act. 


The Yazoo River, Author Smith’s 
contribution to the RIVERS OF 
AMERICA series, was published by 
Rinehart in 1954. No collection of Mis- 
sissippiana is considered complete with- 
out this excellent descriptive work— 
and no file of Mississippi authors fails 
to list Frank Ellis Smith. 


Mr. Smith is a newspaperman, a 
graduate of Sunflower Junior College 
and of the University of Mississippi. 
He is a member of the Methodist 
Church, the American Legion, and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 


Welcome to MLA, Congressman 
Smith! 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


Oops! I skidded over a word in the last 
issue of MLN. If any of you read this column 
in that issue, please change, in your minds, 
the sentence in the first paragraph to read 
“Mary Gould Davis, Ruth Sawyer, Frances 
Clarke Sayers, and Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 
were honored there.” 


The mystery of the missing missive has 
at last been disclosed. The correspondence 
we were supposed to have received explain- 
ing the reason for our non-redesignation as 
a chapter in ALA was missent. I talked to 
Miss Cora Beatty, Chief of Membership Di- 
vision ALA, in Miami Beach, and she gave 
me the needed information. It seems that 
two items need to be added to our constitu- 
tion—one defining a member and one stating 
that we are a chapter of ALA. Copies of 
our constitution have been sent to the con- 
stitution committee of ALA with the neces- 
sary additions. Then if changes are adopted 
at our convention, the ALA committee can 
designate us a chapter at the midwinter 
meeting of ALA. 


As some of you know, I worked some at the Library Commission this sum- 
mer—filling in until the new staff member came. In connection with my work 
there, I had an occasion to visit several libraries over the state. Among the 
ones I saw, Wren stands out in my mind very clearly. The reason is that the 
library there represents a community feeling; for Wren is not a town, maybe 
not even a village in the strictest sense of the term. The library is a small, 
neat little building, which the people of the community themselves built. The 
increase in the number of borrowers will probably start them to building again. 


The spirit that prompted them to build this library is one that other communities 
will do well to strive for. 


Let me hasten to say that Wren is not the only place where I was impressed. 
The new Walthall County Library at Tylertown, the very attractive library at 
Hazlehurst, and the Shelby Memorial Libary in Columbia (an excellent example 
of a dwelling converted to a library) are some of the others to which we can 
point with pride. Buildings, though however good or bad, are not the first ob- 
jective of people interested in libraries as we all know—library service, no 
matter in what manner or from what place it is dispensed, is our first and main 
goal. If you have that, I believe good buildings will follow. 


(Please turn Page) 
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(From Page 89) 


The other side of this library picture in our state, the view-with-alarm 
side, is something that we need to look at more closely and see if we cannot 
help the situation. The fact that we have so many counties without library 
service of any sort is a matter with which we are all concerned, and to which 
most of us as individuals have given some thought and action. As an associa- 
tion, perhaps we need to examine our plight and come up with a shot in the 
arm to give impetus to a program of action in behalf of developing libraries. 
Any suggestions for a plan of procedure? We think we have a good program 
planned for MLA this fall, and everybody is cordially invited to attend! 


Mary Love, President 
Mississippi Library Association 





Follett 


LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


Send for our catalog— 


The Follett Guide To Good Reading 
for Young Readers 


Our representative, Mr. Chas. R. Follett, will be calling 
on you soon. 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY 
(Division of Wilcox & Follett Co.) 


1018 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago 7, Illinois 








Calli: 
Lu 
secre’ 
tion | 
ALA. 
Conv 
bers | 
Otl 
a spe 
tion 
stint 
Meet! 
vemb 


Assis’ 

Ka’ 
ant D 
effect 
the C 


~ F 
Publi 


Love 
Mr: 
Super 





succe: 
positi 
July 
Ani 
State 
brary 
She 
Shaw 
years. 
Libra 
Libra 
the li 
thive: 
Ani 





















make: 





MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS {sEp* 















Calling Currier 

Lura Currier was recently elected 
secretary of the Adult Education Sec- 
tion of the Public Library Division of 
ALA. Lura made a speech at the ALA 
Convention, too—to the Junior Mem- 
bers Round Table. 

Other out-of-state commitments are 
a speech at the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion on October 18 and a consultant 
stint at the District Library Extension 
Meeting in Panhandle, Texas on No- 
vember 3. 


Assistant Director Named 

Kay Cooley was appointed as Assist- 
ant Director of the Library Commission, 
effective July 1, 1956. Kay came to 
the Commission as Circulation Librar- 
ian and has more recently been the 
Public Library Consultant. 


Love to Hinton 

Mrs. Annie Bess Hinton is the new 
Supervisor of Circulation at MLC. She 
succeeds Mary Love, who filled the 
position in a temporary capacity for 
July and August. 

Annie Bess is a graduate of Delta 
State College and of the Peabody Li- 
brary School. 

She has been a school librarian at 
Shaw and at Clarksdale. For three 
years, she worked as the Branches 
Librarian in the Capital Area Regional 
library. More recently, she has been 
the librarian in the Department of Ar- 
thives and History. 

Annie Bess is Mrs. R. W. Hinton and 
f@nakes her home in Jackson. 
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Clerical Changes 

Annette Hough joined the staff on 
September 4 as a typist in the Technical 
Processes Department. Nell Timmes, 
the summer replacement, has returned 
to her position as a field librarian in the 
Jackson schools. 

Sarah Kelly is the new circulation 
clerk, a permanent replacement for 
Dorolyn Matthews, another summer re- 
placement staff member. 

And in the Administrative Depart- 
ment, there is Janice Peters, whose 
typing skill and artistic talent are mak- 
ing her a valuable member of the staff. 


Nashville Next Step 

Regional meetings of representatives 
from the state library agencies to con- 
sider the legal problems, regulations 
and procedures for the submission of 
plans for using funds from the Library 
Services Act have been planned for 
September and October. 

The conference for the southeastern 
states was held in Nashville, Tennessee, 
September 27-29. Lura G. Currier, Li- 
brary Commission Director and Kay 
Cooley, Assistant Director, attended the 
Nashville meeting. 


Guatemala Vacation 

Off to Guatemala (and several points 
on the way there) sailed Martha Couty 
in July for a wonderful vacation. Ac- 
cording to Martha’s report, there’s noth- 
ing like it. Manie Berry of the Lee 
County Library staff enjoyed the trip, 
too. 
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UNEXPECTED ASSIST 


Any bush league manager with his 
bases loaded in the ninth inning would 
be glad to look up and see Mickey 
Mantle strolling up to the plate just 
“to help out.” It was something like 
that at the Rotary Club in Ackerman 
on August 3. 

As part of the all-out campaign for 
library service in Choctaw County, be- 
ing led by the Twentieth Century Club, 
the Director of the Library Commission 
was to speak at the Rotary Club. There 
were, as usual, visiting Rotarians. One 
of them was Rotarian Coleman. 

The talk that day was the same as at 
other service clubs - brief resume of 
the state’s library picture, summary of 
what library service would mean 
the county, honest and frank look at 
its cost, and the possibility for better 
service by means of unification with 
other counties. (Choctaw had been in- 
vited to join Clay and Monroe counties 
in the Tombigbee Regional Library.) 

At the close of the librarian’s com- 
ments, Governor Coleman asked for 
permission to “make a few remarks.” 
To the Director of the Library Commis- 
sion and to Mary Love, president of 
MLA who was also present, they were 
more than just a “few remarks.” The 
Governor spoke movingly of the value 
of books and reading in the life of the 
state, emphasized how important he 
considered education and definitely as- 
signed the public library to a place 
with the educational institutions of the 
state. He pleaded with the Rotarians 
to go with the club committee to see 
the supervisors on the following Mon- 
day. He said that if he did not have 
to be in Chicago on important busi- 
ness, he himself would appear before 
them to testify as to his belief in the 
worthwhileness of such a service in 
his county. The Governor classed this 
as a step in building up Choctaw Coun- 
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Governor J. P. Coleman 


ty. Particularly were we interested in 
his appreciation of the generosity and 
spirit of cooperation it represented on 
the part of Clay and Monroe Counties 
for them to be willing to take Choctaw 
into their “library family.” 

We're campaigning these days with 
a new heart. The roads are not quite 
so long; the days are not quite so hot. 
It does matter, doesn’t it, that at the 
helm of the state government is a lead- 
er who believes that libraries are im- 
portant in the building of the state? 

Thank you, Governor Coleman, for 
the pinch hitting. We are glad to have 
you on our team! 


Lura G. Currier, Director 
Mississippi Library Commission 
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THROUGH OUR FIELD GLASS 


Robert Wood 
Field Representative 


The field staff of the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission, augmented by other 
staff members when they can be spar- 
ed, has been going off in all directions 
lately. We really should be quadrup- 
lets! 


We were fortunate in having the as- 
sistance of Miss Mary Love, MLA presi- 
dent, during July and August. It gave 
Mary an opportunity to visit many of 
the libraries, and it gave us a much 
needed hand during the busiest part of 
our year. 


We have examined the total library 
picture in Leland, Canton, Hattiesburg, 
and Marshall County and have made 
(or we are in the process of making) a 
detailed report to the respective library 
boards. When asked, we have assisted 
the librarians in weeding, reorganizing 
and rearranging the collections for more 
effective use. 


We are organizing and preparing to 
catalog the 5,000 volume library of the 
late Harold Gibson Brown, who was 
an assistant professor of English at 
Ole Miss in the early 1930’s. Professor 
Brown willed his library to the people 
of Noxubee County when he died a 
couple of years ago. 


We were able to loan a starter col- 
lection to the newly formed Perry 
County Library and talk over plans 
to expand its services to the entire 
county. At present, the library is oc- 
cupying a room in the Richton City 
Hall, and it is being staffed with vol- 
unteers from the Richton Woman’s 
Club. 


A collection of books was loaned to 
the Taylorsville PTA for the establish- 
ment of a summer library program 
there. The library was set up in an 
unused room of the Taylorsville gram- 
mar school and staffed with volunteers 
from the PTA. 
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Mrs. C. C. Clark, Supervisor of Group 
Services, has been working long and 
hard in conjunction with the Farm 
Bureau in preparing and distributing 
questionnaires with which the Women’s 
Division of the Farm Bureau is survey- 
ing Mississippi’s libraries. 


The Tombigbee Regional Library has 
offered to extend its services to cer- 
tain adjoining counties, and as this is 
being written extensive campaigning 
is taking place in two counties. 


When the Lincoln and Lawrence 
County Boards of Supervisors signed 
their names to the contract in June, 
Mississippi’s sixth regional library was 
born. Since then we have been work- 
ing on additional counties in the hope 
that a good strong four or five county 
region might be developed in South 
Mississippi. 

We have had a display (pictured on 
page 79 of the June issue of MLN) and 
we have shown a plant safety film at 
a series of safety conferences held over 
the state by the Mississippi Manufac- 
turers Association. 


The list of libraries we have visited 
around the state is too long to itemize 
here. If we haven’t come to see you 
vet, the above summary of activities 
will give you some idea of why we 
haven’t. We do want to meet all of you 
and to offer our services in any way 
that we can be useful. If we don’t meet 
sooner, let’s get acquainted at the MLA 
meeting next month! 





The editor of Mississippi Library 
News is making a diligent effort to 
collect pictures (slick prints) of all 
phases of libraries in Mississippi— li- 
brarians, buildings, bookmobiles, story 
hours, etc. We are particularly in need 
of action shots. Can you send us pic- 
tures from your library? 
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Eley and Currier 


Eunice Eley in Europe 


When Eunice Eley resigned as direc- 
tor of the Library Commission (and 
subsequently retired from the Commis- 
sion altogether) she asked that there 
be no fanfare. And so it was and shall 
be! 

But now that Eunice is off traipsing 
around Europe, one can make so bold 
as to say that Mississippi libraries in 
general, and the Mississippi Library 
Commission in particular, will never 
be the same. 

There is no way to estimate nor ex- 
press what Eunice has meant to li- 
brary development in the state. Cer- 
tainly no other person has contributed 
more to the cause of libraries. Her wise 
counsel and guiding hand will be sorely 
missed. 


And now, let us be gay! 


Frequent reports from Europe indi- 
cate that Tourist Eley is enjoying her 
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travels to the utmost. Her letters, notes 
and cards remain at the top of the best 
seller list at the Library Commission. 
They are passed around to be read by 
all staff members—and sometimes even 
circulated elsewhere to fill special re- 
quests. 

The editor of Mississippi Library 
News hopes to have Eunice write her 
own travelogue for a later edition. 





THE LAW’S GOT US.... 
Brigitte Kenney 


The Library Commission gets all 
sorts of requests. One of the most re- 
cent and unusual ones was the planning 
of a program for the national conven- 
tion of Sigma Kappa Delta Intercol- 
legiate Law Fraternity which convened 
in Jackson on August 30, 31, and Sep- 
tember 1. The first night was ours to 
plan and our theme was MAKE MINE 
MISSISSIPPI. The program was in the 
form of a mock court of law, presided 
over by a “judge” - a robe-clad manne- 
quin with an off-stage voice. The “pro- 
secuting attorney,” Mr. Joe Howell of 
the All-State Insurance Company, call- 
ed up his “witnesses” to testify in the 
“case for Mississippi.” Witnesses were 
Mrs. Lura Currier of the Library Com- 
mission, talking about educational faci- 
lities- of course including libraries; 
Mr. Charles Fulghum of the Mississippi 
Manufacturers’ Association, who told of 
Mississippi’s industrial development; 
Mr. Hal DeCell, Sovereignty Commis- 
sion, explaining about Mississippi gov- 
ernment and some of our internal prob- 
lims; and Mr. Ned O’Brien of the A &! 
Board, who spoke of Mississippi as 4 
vacationland. Brigitte Kenney of the 
Library Commission was in charge of 
all technical arrangements. Discussion 
and questions from the floor were in 
order after each witness testified, and 
the lawyer-guests were brought face 
to face with many phases of Mississipp! 
life. 


A social hour followed the program. 
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Here Is Why 
THE NATIONAL Merits Your Confidence 


Che Natinnal Creed 


We, the employes of THE NATIONAL, masters of the 

a craft we represent, understand and accept the respon- 
\ aaa sibility we assume in providing the Libraries of the 
ning Southland with their binding. 


ven- 
nor We cherish the privilege of fulfilling our customers 
ened trust reposed in us and recognize our obligation to 
Sep- meet it with Bookbinding of the highest quality (Class 
oh A). A.L.A. -- L.B.I. Specifications. 

[INE 

n the 
sided 
nne- To uphold the everlasting ideal of perfection in the books 
‘pro- we bind; 

ll of 
call- 
1 the 
were To be loyal and sincere with our fellow-workers and to 
“om practice at all times, under all conditions, the principles 
faci- of fair play with our competitors; 


aries; To extend friendly and sincere cooperation to our customers 
sippi with the expressed purpose that their loyalty and patron- 
sd of age with THE NATIONAL shall not be in vain, but of 
nent; utmost satisfaction; 


umis- To be governed in our business and personal conduct by the 
oo knowledge that the greatness of man is measured by his 

prob- capacity for the fundamental virtues of truth, courage 

A & I and integrity. 

as a 

f the These are the canons of good business practice by 

ge of which we shall live and work. 

Ission 

re ip Sworn to by 
and 


face The Men and Women of THE NATIONAL 


ssipp! 


To this end, we pledge ourselves: 


To follow the principle of service that he who serves others 
most serves himself best; 


’ 
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COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


Mississippi Southern College, Hatties- 
burg 

Mrs. Mary Jo Magee and Miss Anna 
M. Roberts attended the Americal Li- 
brary Association convention at Miami 
Beach, June 17-22. On the 23rd, they 
left for a post-conference trip by plane 
to Nassau, where they stayed through 
June 25th. 

Helen Maestri of Francis T. Nicholls 
School, New Orleans, was a member 
of the Library Science Department for 
the seventh consecutive summer. Miss 
Maestri will be at the University of 
Michigan for the first semester of 1956- 
57, where she will be working on her 
doctorate. 

A field trip to the different types of 
libraries in Jackson was made by the 
following students who are completing 
their work with a major in Library 
Science: Mrs. Gertrude Horowitz, Bi- 
loxi; Mrs. Fairlye Jones, Meadville; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Sullivan Fletcher, Hat- 
tiesburg; and Virginia Watkins, Rolling 
Fork. Mrs. Mary Jo Magee, director 
of the course in practice work, ac- 
companied the students on the trip. 

The School Library Workshop, held 
in cooperation with the State Depart- 
ment of Education, was held July 23-27. 
Miss Fannie Schmitt, head of the Libr- 
ary Science Department of Florence 
State Teachers College, was the con- 
sultant. Twenty-four librarians, super- 
intendents and teachers were in atten- 
dance. The results were exceedingly 
satisfactory. 
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Mississippi State College for Women, 
Columbus 


On July llth, Chebie Ann Gaines 
became Mrs. Douglas Bateman. Mr. 
Bateman is associate editor of the 
Commercial Dispatch. The bride is 
serials librarian at M.S.C.W. The couple 
reside at “Errolton,” pilgrimage home 
of the Bateman family. 


Mrs. Eunice Weaver continued study 
toward an advanced library science de- 
gree at Peabody this summer. 


Miss Augusta J. Sykes, who served 
on the staff for thirty-four years, pass- 
ed away on August 1, after a long 
illness. Although retired, she retained 
interest in the college and her gift of 
the valuable historical scrapbooks com- 
piled by her father, Capt. E. T. Sykes, 
will be a lasting memorial to her. Miss 
Sykes was a member of the Colonial 
Dames Society, D.A.R., U.D.C. and the 
Pioneer Society. Her contribution to 
religious, social and cultural life of 
Columbus will be missed. Her ability 
to verify local history was unique. 


Dr. Augustus F. Kuhlman has been 
named as consultant in planning a 
$150,000 addition to the library which 
has been approved by the Mississippi 
Building Commission. The present 
building completed in 1929 to house 
100,000 volumes also contains the Libr- 
ary Science Department. Since capa- 
city has been exceeded, storerooms are 
in use in other campus buildings. 
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Delta State College, Cleveland 


The resignation of Dr. W. M. Keth- 
ley, president of Delta State College 
for thirty years, was announced July 
14, by Chairman H. G. Carpenter of 
the Board of Trustees of State Institu- 
tions of Higher Learning. In comment- 
ing on the contributions of Dr. Kethley 
in the field of higher education, Mr. 
Carpenter said: “It is with deepest re- 
gret that the Board of Trustees has 
received the resignation of Dr. Kethley. 
All of the members of the Board appre- 
ciate the magnificent services to Delta 
State College and to the public schools 
of Mississippi which have been per- 
formed by Dr. Kethley. The quality of 
the product of instruction under his 
leadership and the ideals and character 
which he exemplified have been a 
blessing to the state.” 

During the thirty years that Dr. 
Kethley was president of Delta State 
he emphasized the importance of the 
library in the instructional program. 
The library staff joins the Board in 


expressing appreciation of the magni- 
ficent services to Delta State and es- 
pecially to the library. The news of 
his resignation was received with the 
deepest regret. 


The Discussion Group met in June 
and July, but voted to recess during 
August. The Moderator, Mr. P. G. Ho- 
gan, will be missed next session. His 
leadership during the past two years 
has been excellent. Mr. Hogan resigned 
to accept a position at State College. 

The active use of the library during 
the summer quarter may be due at 
least in part to faculty assignments; 
but the air-conditioned comfort, the 
commodious and attractive facilities of 
the renovated library, are worthy of 
mention as factors, too. 

The ten students in Miss Brister’s 
course in library organization helped 
promote summer reading through the 
arrangement of unusual bulletin boards 
and displays. The six students in re- 
ference were “sleuthing in the stacks” 
consistently. 
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Tougalod Southern Christian College, 
Tougaloo 


During the summer school sessions, 
twenty in-service teachers from nine 
counties enrolled in the Library Science 
Department. Because the majority of 
the students were elementary educa- 
tion majors, they selected the course 
“Books and Related Materials for Chil- 
dren and Young People.” 

In order to provide needed stack 
capacity for unbound periodicals and 
the biography collection, the entire 
southwest wing of Holmes Hall, for- 
merly used for classroom space, will 
be equipped for stack space. 

As a follow-up recommendation 
made by the Library Committee of 
1955-56, the faculty and staff will dis- 
cuss “The College Library and the 
Instructional Program” during the pre- 
school conference. The outline for this 
discussion will be patterned after that 
of Harvie Branscomb’s book Teaching 
with Books; a Study of College Libr- 
aries. 

Mrs. Hazel S. Moore, the Assistant 
Librarian, attended the 75th Annual 
Convention of the American Library 
Association at Miami Beach, Florida. 
She reports that in spite of luring beau- 
ty and comfort, the convention offered 
many rich and professional experiences, 
among these being the Instructional 
Materials Workshop sponsored by the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians, the Story-telling Festival 
sponsored by the Children’s Library 
Association—these and many more top- 
ped by the Newbery-Caldecott Award 
dinner. 


Mississippi State College, State College 


Mrs. Dorothy Clark has a son, Mal- 
colm Dana. Friends will remember 
Mrs. Clark as Dorothy Anne Graves 
of Ackerman. 


Marjorie Price has joined the staff as 
a clerical assistant in the Catalog De- 
partment. 

The staff regrets losing Joyce Kilmer, 
Assistant._Catalog Librarian, as well as 
Mrs. June Carlisle and Mrs. Mildred 
Bailey, Clerical Assistants in the Cata- 
log Department. Joyce Kilmer is mov- 
ing to the State of New York. Mrs. 
Carlisle has joined her husband, who 
is in the United States Navy. Mrs. 
Bailey has moved to Kosciusko, Miss. 

Margarete Peebles, Circulation Libr- 
arian, spoke to the Starkville Exchange 
Club on June 9 on the subject “An 
Album of Mississippi Writers.” 

Forrest Palmer, Director of Libraries, 
attended the American Library Asso- 
ciation Conference in Miami Beach, 
Florida, June 17-23. It was during this 
conference that the organizational 
meeting of the Association of South- 
eastern Research Libraries was held 
and Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Director of 
the Joint University Libraries, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, was elected as _ its 
chairman for 1956-58. It is the primary 
purpose of ASERL to have the direc- 
tors of the libraries included meet oc- 
casionally to discuss problems common 
to their libraries. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Exhibit 

Clarksdale is seeing new paintings 
by Marshall Bouldin III, thanks to the 
Carnegie Public Library. Approximate- 
ly 50 recent paintings are now hanging 
in the library. Mr. Bouldin is a local 
artist with a much more than local 
reputation. Some of the work on exhi- 
bition had not been shown before. 
Scout Wanted 

Librarian Lucille Peacock, Evans Me- 
morial Library in Aberdeen, celebrated 
Founder’s Day with this appeal to the 
local public: 

“Could you not cooperate with the 
library and be a ‘Manuscript Scout?’ 
There’s many an old bill, will, land 
grant, deed, letter, account book—and 
other items to be discovered. Materials 
do not have to be a century old to be 
wanted. 

“Anything prior to 1920 will be trea- 
sured but pictures and some other 
things as late as yesterday will be 
accepted with gratitude. Don’t worry 
should they be a bit dusty; it’s the 
document that’s interesting. If you are 
too busy to get your contribution to 
the library, just call 748, and someone 
will call for your gift. 

“The library’s donor, Dr. W. A. Evans, 
was generous to his community and 
tried to preserve its rich heritage. 
Many is the college student, many the 
genealogical researcher and other indi- 
vidual who is reaping benefit because 
of his work. What better way can we 
honor his memory than to continue 
building the historical collection he 
began?” 
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Bigger and Better 


Bigger and better than ever is the 
summer circulation record in Missis- 
sippi’s public libraries. Margaret Guth- 
rie at Port Gibson reports increase in 
books loaned despite TV, a new muni- 
cipal swimming pool, and the town 
population watching the filming of 
Raintree County. 

As the fall winds blow away the 
summer visitors, the daily record at 
the Bay St. Louis Library shows an 
ebbing of the book tide. 

The sweltering staff of the Jackson 
Municipal Library came up with two 
shocking statistic facts in July— 1) 
Air conditioning off the blink for 22 
of the 30 days a month— 2) A whop- 
ping circulation, biggest in the history 
of the library! 


Nice Knowing You 


Mrs. Jeanne Hardendorff, Assistant 
Director of the First Regional Library, 
left in the late summer to accept a po- 
sition as Supervisor of Children’s Work 
in the public library of Muncie, Indiana. 

Mrs. Mary Vanzant resigned as li- 
brarian of the Marshall County Li- 
brary. 

First Regional Library had a change 
in directors when Jim Housel resigned 
to accept a library position in Califor- 
nia. Mrs. Ross Williams is the new di- 
rector. 

Florence Freidhoff retired from the 
Biloxi Public Library in September. 
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Pied Piper 


With somewhat the lure of a Pied 
Piper, Lee County Library led the chil- 
dren of Tupelo and Lee County by the 
hundreds in a summer reading program. 
A total of 858 enrolled in the Target 
Book Club. Storytelling, games, and a 
social hour are a part of the programs 
each Saturday at the East Tupelo 
Branch and the A. M. Strange Library, 
Negro Branch. 


Variety was the spice of the Missis- 
sippi hour this summer. Corinth Pub- 
lic Library had a one-act one Saturday, 
directed by staff member Molly Jean 
Byrd. Another week, it was a hobby 
show that took the center of attention. 
Plans are now in operation by Mary 
Nell Stennett to organize an a cappella 
chorus of boys and girls to perform 
in the next few weeks. Another star 
in the Corinth crown of children’s a- 
chievements in the Reading Contest. 
Over 170 children, pre-school through 
8th grade, entered the contest. As of 
August 15th, some of the children had 


read 150 books! Makes my eyes water 
to think of all those miles of print! 

Twenty-seven “travelers” took a 
“Book-A-Sippi Tour” at the Evans Me- 
morial Library in Aberdeen. The book 
bus tours a part of the state of Missis- 
sippi each week. Reading travelers 
must read books and submit new facts 
about the state. Sounds like a fascinat- 
ing journey—wish I could join ‘em 
every week and get my reading cer- 
tificate! 

Endless variety goes on in the juve- 
nile department at Biloxi—volunteer 
storytellers have surprised the delight- 
ed moppets with puppets, Braille read- 
ing demonstration, surprise treats, 
charades, audience sound effect story- 
telling. 

Clarksdale proudly reports that 165 
boys and girls joined the “Modern 
American Explorers” Summer Reading 
Club. Books were thrown over Au- 
gust 31 for the annual reading club 
party. Hot dogs, soda pops and dough- 
nuts were consumed in place of space 
fiction and baseball books. 
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Welcome, Librarians! 

Miss Virginia Cauthen-Secretary, Car- 
negie Public Library, Clarksdale. 

Mrs. Ruth F. Stoddard-Clerk, Carnegie 
Public Library, Clarksdale. 

Miss Shirley Triplett, ‘56 grad of 
MSCW’s Library course-Bookmo- 
bile Librarian, Carnegie Public Li- 
brary, Clarksdale. 

Mrs. Fred Hartman-Circulation depart- 
ment, Biloxi Public Library. 

Miss Mary Stella Ward-Reference & 
Catalog Librarian, Fisk Public Li- 
brary, Natchez. 

Miss Jean Street, ‘56 grad of Mississippi 
Southern-Northeast Regional Li- 
brary, Corinth. 

Mrs. Ross Williams-Director, First Re- 
gional Library, Hernando. 

Mrs. Henry Suber-Librarian, Winston 
County Library, Louisville. 

Mrs. Vashti Heddrick-Librarian, Mar- 
shall County Library, Holly 
Springs. 


Miss Georgie McIntyre-Librarian, Hol- 
mes County Library, Durant. 


Mrs. Iola Magee-Librarian, Lincoln- 
Lawrence Libraries, Brookhaven. 


Mrs. Jean Myatt-Librarian, Purvis 


Public Library. 


Big news was the resignation of Jim 
Housel at First Regional Library and 
the appointment of Mrs. Ross Wil- 
liams. 


Mrs. Williams, when asked for her 
vital statistics replied; 

“Both my parents came from Bates- 
ville, Mississippi, and though I was born 
in El Paso, Texas, I spent much of my 
childhood between Batesville and Sar- 
dis. I have lived in many sections of 
the United States, always returning as 
if drawn by invisible threads, to the 
northern section of Mississippi. I mar- 
ried Raymond D. Williams whom I met 
at the University of Mississippi and at 
the present I am living in Tate County. 
My husband is a Consular for Rehabi- 
litation, Division for the Blind. 

“My library work was done in the 
St. Louis Public Library School which 
was at the time directed by Mr. Ar- 
thur Bostwick and following that I was 
fortunate to work under Miss Anne 
Carol Moore in the New York Public 
Library. I am a graduate of Trinity 
University and have done graduate 
work at Ole Miss. My husband and I 
spent the summer of ’55 in Zurich, 
Switzerland, studying at the Jung Insti- 
tute for Analytical Psychology. I am 
sorry not to be able to provide you with 
a picture, but since I am one of the 
people who is never flattered by what 
I see after the photograph is taken, all 
I own is a passport picture and I 
wouldn’t wish that on my _ worst 
enemy.” 

Sounds like a nice addition to our 
Mississippi libraries. I know we all 
look forward to meeting her. 
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Beware—Building Program! 


These words from Meridian’s Jeanne 
Broach—brief, delightful, and ever-so- 
cognizant-of-the-work-to-come: “Our 
City Council has just approved our 
budget for use for next year, which 
included money for making a study of 
building needs for this library, so we 
will be starting on that long process 
of working toward a library building.” 


There’s an extra door to open at 
Clarksdale. New entrance directly into 
the children’s room has just been com- 
pleted. Another building change by 
Librarian Anona Jenkins is the “Relax- 
ing Room” on the ground floor of the 
building. It’s a haven for folks who 
like reading and music, in air-condi- 
tion comfort! There are books, maga- 
zines, records, a record player, chess 
or checkers set. Sounds like there’s 
leisurely living down Clarksdale way! 


Biloxi’s library is all spruced up these 
days—new yellow curtains, and blond 
furniture make an airy, casual air. All 
adult services are now on the lower 
floor of the library, with the upper 
floor devoted to children. A room has 
been set aside to house the record col- 
lection which the library is beginning. 


Work will soon begin on the enlarge- 
ment of the City-County Memorial Li- 
brary in Bay St. Louis to accommodate 
the constant increase in books. 


From Vicksburg comes word that the 
Etta O’Neill Library for Negroes open- 
ed July 16. Librarian is Mary Eliza- 
beth Winston. Business is booming. 


New readers, new books, new equip- 


ment, and a record circulation are 
marks of progress at A. M. Strange 
Library, Negro branch of the Lee Coun- 
ty Library, during its third summer. 
Circulation of books and library ma- 
terials has doubled since last summer. 
Reference requests have grown, also. 
A shelf of books covering religion and 
handicraft were provided by the 
Strange Library for a group of 85 boys 
and girls attending Rising Star Vaca- 
tion Bible School. Recent activities 
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are a Target Reading Club and story 
telling, which is scheduled for each 
Saturday afternoon at four o’clock. The 
Civic Improvement League, a service 
club of Negro men, contributed a win- 
dow fan at the beginning of the sum- 
mer. 


From Puccini to Presley 


Whether the records and music that 
your library has is the latest thing or 
the most classic thing, how you catalog 
it and circulate it is just the same! 
Which brings up the question at hand 
—just how de you circulate records? 
How do you classify them? After much 
labour and many questions as well as 
several trips to large public libraries, I 
(being your erstwhile reporter Barbara 
Cox at Jackson Municipal) have come 
up with some pretty fair ideas on how 
to handle recordings. And so has Doro- 
thy Hayes at Greenwood-Leflore Pub- 
lic. And we’d like to exchange our 
ideas for yours. Write and let us know 
if you are interested in knowing what 
we’ve learned and if you can shed a 
few candle rays on the difficult sub- 
ject in hand. 


Xmas in August 


Santa Claus arrived at Lee County 
Library during the hot summer month 
of August with much needed air-condi- 
tioning units. (Note to other librarians: 
Invite your Board of Trustees to meet 
at your library on a day when the ther- 
mometer is 90 degrees in the shade!) 


Deepest Sympathy 


Mrs. Ruby McGraw, Winston County 
Librarian, passed away on August 4. 

On August 27, Mr. Alfred Stoner, 
President of the Board of the Green- 
wood-Leflore Public Library, passed 
away. 
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TUPELO TEEN-AGERS TALK 


Elizabeth Holcomb 
Librarian, Lee County Library 


Lee County Library has given the lie to those gloom howlers who claim 
that adolescents can’t or don’t read. It’s a Teen-Age Book Club for summer’s 
reading. 


The club was started in June with a two-fold purpose: to challenge teen- 
agers in their vacation reading; and to prove that varied reading is fun. The 
only requirement was that the books to be discussed must be read. 


Twenty-four college students and juniors and seniors of high school en- 
rolled as members. They met on designated Tuesdays at 7:30 o’clock in the 
library clubroom. Mrs. Benjamin Curry, a young clubwoman well versed in 
reading and discussion techniques, was the only adult present. 


Four books were assigned for discussion during the summer—all different 
types—a play, a biography, a book of travel, and a classic novel. They were: 
Teahouse of the August Moon, Albert Schweitzer, Persian Adventure, and Moby 
Dick. 


Comments coming from the teen-agers: “I never heard of Schweitzer! How 
could I have missed him! Do you have any of his books?” “This play is the 
cleverest thing I ever read! It is the only play I ever liked.” “I am finding 
Persian Adventure most interesting. I have learned a lot about the customs of 
Iran.” “I think Moby Dick is the best book I ever read in my life, even though 
it is slow reading in some places.” 


Many members of the club asked staff members for other recommendations. 
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Thanks! 


Whatever does Louise A. Crawford 
do down in Bay St. Louis to keep up 
that constant flow of valued gifts to 
her City-County Memorial Library! 
The Myron W. Smiths gave a nice col- 
lection of books. Ten wonderful books 
were added to the Caroline Dale Sne- 
deker Memorial Shelf. They were sent 
by Margaret Lesser, editor of Junior 
books for Doubleday (Miss Snedeker’s 
publishers). 

The Ruleville Library was the happy 
recipient of nearly 400 volumes in 
memory of Mr. Jim Head, a life-long 
resident of Ruleville. Mr. Head’s son, 
Mr. Clarence Head, presented this gift 
to the library. Librarian Mrs. R. C. 
Smith says she feels like she “really hit 
the jack-pot.” 

Cheers to the Tupelo Pilot Club—an 
anonymous gift through their auspices 
accounts for the chartreuse plastic up- 
holstering of furniture and new cor- 
nices in the Helen Foster Room. 





PLAN TO ATTEND MLA CONFER.- 
ENCE IN OCTOBER 


Pay Association dues to Sybil Hanna, 
Jackson Municipal Library 


Individuals $1.00 — Institutions $2.50 
Edwards Hotel, Jackson 
October 25, 26, 27 











Flash News 
Library Services Fund Reduced 


Congressional House and Senate con- 
ferees reduced the full authorization 
of $7,500,000 for the Library Services 
Act to $2,050,000, saying that that was 
all that could be spent between July 
27 (effective date of the program) and 
January 1, 1957. 








YOUR NEWEST CERTIFIED BINDER 
IN THE SOUTHEAST 


SOUTHERN LIBRARY BINDERY CO., 


NASHVILLE 6, TENNESSEE 


Don’t Miss Our Booth at the Mississippi 
Library Meeting 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Summer Workshop 


The School Library Workshop was 
held July 23-27 with Miss Fannie 
Schmitt, Chairman of the Department 
of Library Science of Florence State 
Teachers College, Florence, Alabama, 
as consultant. The theme was “Library 
relationships: administration, faculty, 
students and community.” There were 
23 registrants. This number included 
one superintendent and a few teachers. 
The Superintendent was W. H. Arm- 
strong, West Enterprise School, En- 
terprise. 

The school librarians at this work- 
shop were: Mrs. Frances W. Armstrong, 
West Enterprise School, Enterprise; 
Mrs. Bessie Bates, Lumberton High 
School; Mrs. L. K. Bell, Jett School, 
Vicksburg; Maie Brown, Crystal 
Springs High School; Susie Bull, 
Stephen D. Lee High School, Columbus; 
Mrs. Maude Franklin, Redwood; Vera 
Jo Gaskin, Forest Public Schools; Mrs. 
Mary Myrtle Greer, Utica High School; 
Mrs. Elsie M. Hellen, Calhoun High 
School, Laurel; Sarah Jensen, Wood- 
ville; E. P. Keen, Linville School, 
Louisville; Mrs. Troy Lee, Raleigh High 
School; Mrs. Mary Packwood, Dexter 
School, Tylertown; Mrs. Lavelle Parks, 
Enterprise High School; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Pigott, Lexie High School; Mrs. Fred 
Thomas, Magnolia High School; Mrs. 
H. L. Thompson, Louisville High 
School; Ada Walker, New Zion High 
School, Tylertown; Mrs. Margaret M. 
White, Sallis High School; and Mrs. 
Carl S. Wilson, Crosby Consolidated 
School. 
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Indian Schools Have Librarian 


One of the most excited persons about 
a new job is Inez Allen, the new libr- 
arian for the Choctaw Indian Schools 
in Neshoba County. This isn’t just the 
usual school library job. It’s really a 
sort of “all things to all people” sort 
of job. 

The Choctaw Area Field Office has 
recently bought a modern bookmobile 
which is to serve not only as a travel- 
ing library between the scattered Choc- 
taw schools, but is to serve as a com- 
plete materials center to serve both 
schools and eventually adults. Essen- 
tially it is a coordinator of all services. 

Work with Indians is not new to 
Inez Allen. After she graduated from 
Arkansas State Teachers College, she 
taught in the elementary grades of 
schools in Monticello and Texarkana 
and on the Navajo Reservation. It was 
later that she decided to attend library 
school at Denver University and pre- 
pare to be a children’s librarian. For 
the past five years, she has worked as 
a children’s librarian in San Diego, 
California. 


From Blue Springs to Korea 


Mrs. Newt L. Ivy, Librarian, Center 
High School, Blue Springs, reports a 
great honor that was bestowed upon 
their student assistant president, Roy 
Hogue. He was selected to go with 
the 4-H Club ship to Korea. He car- 
ried lots of films and a camera, and 
he plans to show his pictures to his 
local library club when he returns. 
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School Library Supervisor 


Alice Hamer became our State Su- 
pervisor for School Libraries on Sep- 
tember 1. She has brought with her 
to this apointment a wide and varied 
experience in education, journalism and 
librarianship. 

Miss Hamer’s home address is Kil- 
michael, where she graduated from 
Big Black Consolidated High School as 
top honor student in her class. She 
received her B.S. degree from M.S.C.W. 
with majors in English and mathema- 
tics, and a minor in library science. 
She holds a B.S. in L.S. from University 
of North Carolina. 

Following graduation from M.S.C.W. 
Miss Hamer became teacher-librarian 
in Tchula High School. She then turn- 
ed her talents to journalism, becoming 
Assistant Society Editor of the Baton 
Rouge State-Times, and later Society 
Editor of the Baton Rouge Morning 
Advocate. 
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She came back to Mississippi, to 
M.S.C.W., where she served as Alumnae 
Secretary, January, 1947 - September, 
1952. While at M.S.C.W. she was Direc- 
tor of the College News Bureau, edited 
Alumnae News (1942-52), faculty spon- 
sor of the college yearbook, Meh Lady, 
faculty sponsor of the college news- 
paper, The Spectator, and did much 
of the photographic work for the year- 
book as well as the newspaper. 

After receiving her B.S. in L.S. Miss 
Hamer was appointed to the Emory 
University Library staff, where she 
first served as Order Librarian. In De- 
cember, -1954, she became Chief Cir- 
culation Librarian, the position she 
held until coming to serve the school 
libraries of Mississippi. 

Miss Hamer’s professional organiza- 
tions are American Library Associa- 
tion, Southeastern Library Association, 
Georgia Library Association, Atlanta 
Library Club. She is also a member of 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, National Association of Parlia- 
mentarians and American Association 
of University Women. 

Her college fraternal affiliations are 
Alpha Beta Alpha, national library 
science fraternity; Kappa Mu Epsilon, 
national honorary mathematics frater- 
nity; Pi Delta Epsilon, national honor- 
ary journalism fraternity. 

We welcome you, Alice Hamer, back 
to Mississippi, and to our State Depart- 
ment of Education as school library 
supervisor! 





PLAN TO ATTEND MLA CONFER- 
ENCE IN OCTOBER 


Pay Association dues to Sybil Hanna, 
Jackson Municipal Library 
Individuals $1.00 — Institutions $2.50 
Edwards Hotel, Jackson 
October 25, 26, 27 
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


Mississippi State Board of Health 
Library, Jackson 


The Medical Library Association’s 
55th Annual Meeting in Los Angeles 
June 19-22 was the big event of the 
year for those in this special library 
field. Louise Williams, representing 
the State Board of Health Library, re- 
ports that both program and social 
events far exceeded all expectations. 
In addition to discussions of profes- 
sional problems and a wide variety of 
scientific lectures, there were visits to 
the new UCLA Medical Center and the 
Biomedical Library as well as to the 
Los Angeles County Medical Associa- 
tion Library, with outstanding collec- 
tions. 


Of paramount concern to medical li- 
brarians everywhere has been the fu- 
ture of the Armed Forces Medical Li- 
brary, one of the world’s greatest re- 


search libraries. The outcome of legis- 
lation which was pending during the 
meeting has proved favorable and there 
is now definite assurance that it will 
become the National Library of Medi- 
cine with a new building to be erected 
in the Bethesda or Washington area. 
Mississippi as well as other areas stands 
to benefit greatly from this advance. 
Apart from the special tools it makes 
available to do more effective reference 
work, it gives a tremendous boost to 
more effective medical librarianship 
through its modern classification sys- 
tem, its subject heading authority list 
and its annual catalogs, showing cata- 
loging details for each book listed. 
Photoprints and microfilm reprints of 
journal articles are available on loan 
or at very nominal cost, thus making 
it possible to bring to the student’s or 
investigator’s very door the resources 
of this great library. 





Remember the Name 





. . . more and more people, throughout 
the country, are finding it pays to remember “Irby”. 


IRBY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
Manufacturing Division 
Monufacturers of America’s Newest Line of Laboratory and Institutional Furniture 


General Offices: 817 S. State St. 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Plant: 714 Wilmington St. 
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Base Library. Keesler Air Force Base, 
Mississippi 
The Keesler Library was busy this 
summer with the Children’s Story Hour 
and a reading club for older boys and 
girls. The story hour was held each 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 to 10:00 
under the direction of Beth Love. Aver- 
age attendance was 40 children. This 
activity was brought to a close with a 
party, the last Wednesday in August. 
Eighty children enrolled in the read- 
ing club which was conducted through 
June and July. Certificates were 
awarded at the club party to members 
completing the required reading. Our 
theme this year was western roundup, 
so for the party we took the children to 
a western movie at the Base Theater 
and awarded the certificates and served 
ice cream and cookies after the show. 
At a time when Base strength was 
cut about one third, these two pro- 
grams for the children helped to keep 


our circulation at its usual level of 
approximately 10,000 books per month. 
We are very proud of the fact that the 
library was the one section in personne] 
services that maintained its usual de- 
gree of activity during this period. 
This should prove something on behalf 
of libraries; for the theaters, athletic 
events, (except wrestling matches) and 
parties were suffering from poor atten- 
dance and lack of interest shown by 
Base personnel. 

In May we submitted our publicity 
scrapbook to Technical Training Air 
Force for judging at that Headquarters. 
For the third consecutive year, Keesler 
won the Ist prize of $100. Our book 
was then forwarded for entry in the 
John Cotton Dana Publicity Contest. 
Though we did not receive a John 
Cotton Dana Award, we did win hon- 
orable mention from the Air Force. 
Our efforts are now concentrated on 
more services and more publicity to 
keep our library out in front. 





HERE’S HOW 


The South's Largest 


Subscription Agency 


CAN HELP YOU-- 


YOU CAN SAVE TIME 
You make only one purchase order 
You write only one check 


YOU CAN HAVE 
BETTER SERVICE 


Automatic renewal if desired 














LET US PROVE OUR SERVICE TO YOU, WRITE 


Subscription Sewice Company 


‘Home Office 
401-03 TUSCALOOSA AVENUE, SW. 





YOU CAN HAVE A 
LARGER SELECTION 


Complete listing of all magazines 
and journals, recognized by A.B.C. 
YOU CAN SAVE MONEY 

Lowest Library and Clubbing rates 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
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test. A “Know-Your-Library” project was launched in March 
John at the Coordinators Conference of the Women’s Division 
hon- of the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation. The Adult 
orce. Education Committee of the Mississippi Library Associa- 
lL on tion is serving as consultant for the project which will 
y to be completed by October 1. The members of this commit- 
tee are: Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public Library; Mar- 
tha Couty, Mississippi Library Commission; Elenora Gra- 
low, Fisk Public Library, Natchez; Dorothy Hayes, Green- 
wood-Leflore Public Library; Mrs. Eugenia Hudson, Olive 
Branch; Lucile Miller, Tombigbee Regional Library, West 
Point; and Mrs. Louise Trevilion, Carnegie Public Library, 
Clarksdale. Mrs. C. C. Clark, Library Commission, serves 
as chairman of the committee. Because Miss Gralow was 
in Europe, Mrs. Brigitte Kenney, Library Commission, 
assumed Miss Gralow’s duties. In addition, Mrs. Ida Bul- 
len, State Plant Board Library, State College, is assisting 
with the project. The following article gives a progress 
report of the project. 


Mrs. Gordon White, Chairman of the eau women. Members of the Farm 
Women’s Division of the Mississippi Bureau Women’s Committee are: Mrs. 
Farm Bureau Federation, attended the White, Bailey, Chairman; Mrs. Sey- 
1955 convention of the Mississippi Li- mour Dulaney, Clarksdale, State Home 
brary Association. So interested did Demonstration Coordinator; Mrs. W. H. 
she become in the services and needs. Gillon, Sr., Greenwood, Coordinator of 
of Mississippi libraries that she threw Northwest District; Mrs. Walter Hurst, 
her dynamic personality behind a West Point, Coordinator of Northeast 
movement to interest all Farm Bureau District; Mrs. Frank Green, Carlisle, 
women in learning more about the Coordinator of Southwest District; and 
state’s public library needs. Mrs. White Mrs. Walker Holifield, Laurel, Coor- 
dinator of Southeast District. Miss 
Margaret Dunn, Assistant Home De- 
monstration Agent, State College, is 


and her committee worked out plans 
whereby every library in the State 


would be visited by county and com- advisor to the group. 





—_ munity coordinators of the Farm Bur- (Please turn Page) 
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’ (From Page 109) 


Under the general heading HOW 
DOES OUR LIBRARY MEASURE UP, 
a check list was prepared by the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission for use by 
the Farm Bureau women. The ques- 
tions on the check list covered the fol- 
lowing general areas: organization, 
support, physical equipment, materials, 
non-book materials, book selection 
tools, work with community and state 
groups, specific services, use of Library 
Commission, and bookmobile service. 
The suggested items to be checked un- 
der these general topics filled eight 
legal size pages and were designed to 
give information as well as get infor- 
mation. 


A second check list was prepared for 
use in those counties (twenty-three) 
where there is no public library serv- 
ice. HOW CAN WE HAVE A PUB- 
LIC LIBRARY headed this check list 
and dealt with: kind of library service 
available, such as school and college, 
good library service, financial support, 
multi-county library service, establish- 
ing authority, potentially interested 
community and county organizations 
and community leaders. Finally the 
non-library service check list gave di- 
rection to available professional help. 
A third piece of informational material 
was made available to the Farm Bureau 
women who are making the library 
check. It is a digest of Library Laws 
of the State of Mississippi. 


The need for interpretation and con- 
tinuing consultation was recognized 
early in the project planning. The 
members of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee of MLA were asked to serve in 
this capacity. Their acceptance was 
wholeheartedly and _ enthusiastically 
given. Six district meetings covering 
the entire state were set up by the 


Farm Bureau Women’s Committee for 
county and community coordinators. 
Members of the MLA Adult Education 
Committee appeared on each of these 
six programs. Enthusiasm, interest and 
activity were in evidence at these meet- 
ings. The committee members are con- 
tinuing to serve as consultants to their 
respective districts. 


What is the expected outcome? In 
the first place the check list holds up 
standards of good library service, not 
compared with what we have had, but 
with what we should have. Thus it 
serves as a sort of a “look-at-ourselves” 
experience for the library. For this 
purpose a copy of the check list was 
sent to all librarians, that they may 
keep a copy of this inventory. Again 
a corps of 1500 women scattered 
throughout every county in the state 
who are aware of the libraries’ needs 
and who are enthusiastic about library 
service will have far-reaching ramifi- 
cations. A Farm Bureau woman co- 
ordinator is described by Miss Margaret 
Dunn as “ a genius! Her duties 
demand her to be a diplomat, salesman, 
promoter, leader and enthusiast. She 
is an optimist-always seeing the sil- 
ver lining of every clouded horizon.” 


By no means is this project a library 
survey in the more scientific sense of 
the word, but it is a channel through 
which each of a very important group 
of women in the state can personally 
meet her librarian, visit her library, 
and perhaps get a larger concept of the 
broad aspects of library service to peo- 
ple. It could conceivably give direction 
for cooperation in securing for their 
counties improved and increased li- 
brary service. The project is well on its 
way and the findings may furnish us 
with materials for another report in 
Library News. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 





e for 
ators 
‘ation 
these 
t and 
neet- 
con- 
their 


? In 
ls up 
» not 
, but 
us it 
lves” 
this 
was 
may 
gain 
ered 
state 
eeds 
rary 
nifi- 
co- 
jaret 
ities 
nan, 
She 
sil- 


” 


in. 


for your library planning 


Your library planning becomes easier, 

more certain when you bring together the needs 
of the librarian; the skills of the architect; the 

experience of a Library Bureau specialist. 
Here is the new “trend” in library planning... 
the “trend” that is providing America with its 
finest libraries. And, constantly keeping pace 
with this trend is Library Bureau’s TREND furniture 
... distinctively modern, yet timeless in its 

simplicity, beauty and durability. 


TREND Color Line Square-Round Table 
ond the new Cherner Chair. 

TREND Stee! Correl Study Table 

with fluorescent reflector lights. 
TREND Closed Base Card Catalog 
Cobinet ond reference table. 


Request copies of catalogs 
LB709 and LB712— 
the new TREND Furniture 
and the latest in Library Supplies 


Remington. Frand. 
Division of SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 
1711 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 13, La. 


341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 
2216 Sth Avenue North, Birmingham 3, Alc. 
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Indonesian Librarian Visits Mississippi 
Libraries 


One of the most interesting visitors 
to Mississippi libraries in recent years 
was 27 year-old G. Kamaloedin Anang, 
Director of Indonesia’s Library of His- 
tory, Politics and Social Science. 


Lessons learned in Mississippi may 
be used in stimulating interest in books 
and libraries among the 82,000,000 peo- 
ple who live on the 3,000 islands that 
make up the Republic of Indonesia. 

This youthful, ambitious, most in- 
telligent young man has just finished 
a four-month tour of libraries in this 
country, after obtaining a degree in 
library science from the University of 
California at Berkeley. He returned to 
Jakarta, the capital city of Indonesia, 
in September to begin a program to 
extend library services to all parts of 
this far-flung republic, whose islands 
dot an area comparable to that of the 
U.S. Plans include the establishment of 
libraries in all public schools and col- 
leges also. 

Mr. Anang was much interested in 
Mississippi's method of getting books 
to remote areas via bookmobiles. The 
nature of the area which the new In- 
donesian National Library is to serve 
doesn’t lend itself to bookmobile serv- 
ice—and so he has envisioned using 
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Librarians Anang and Currier 


planes as flying libraries. And he isn’t 
too much worried about the fact that 
the plane which now belongs to the 
library won’t fly. That can be worried 
about when the shelving, etc. is figured 
out. 


Through an “Each One Teach One” 
program, Indonesia’s literacy rate has 
risen from nine per cent in 1945 to 69 
per cent at present. 


“Be patient and watch us,” urge Mr. 
Anang. “We will come up from the 
muddy water.” 
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HOW GOOD IS GOOD? 








Lura G. Currier 
Director, Mississippi Library 


Commission 


Psychologists have some arresting 
comments to make about the relation- 
ships between objective self-criticism 
and maturity. We wonder if these 
parallels would be equally applicable 
to our libraries. Does our ability to 
evaluate them honestly reveal the ma- 
ture quality of our judgment? 


A whispering campaign has been go- 
ing on for some time in our state. Many 
trustees and librarians have been say- 
ing, among themselves and behind 
closed doors: “You know we do not 
have a really good public library in 
the state.” Some think the time has 
come to say it out loud. Has it? Are 
we confident enough to face the truth? 


Maybe this requires a definition of 
good. Of course, there are libraries 
in Mississippi who give service far be- 
yond the financial means they have to 
do with. There are some libraries bet- 
ter than others. In fact, it is quite like- 
ly that no state has a wider range in 
the quality of its library service be- 
tween the best and the poorest. 


And most important of all, there are 
libraries that are better than they were 
—so much better that it is understand- 
able that we might fall into the le- 
thargy of thinking that they are now 
good. In connection with this, would 
the readers of Library News be inter- 
ested to know that the worst complaints 
about not having enough money to do 
the job come from the libraries with 
the most? Why? They have set their 
sites high; they know what really good 
library service is and a restlessness 
pervades their whole library program. 
“We get one service going; we must 
hurry to get another one started.” 
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Two recent events in the state point 
up the changing attitude toward self- 
study and self-appraisal. 


At the statewide meeting of the 
American Association of University 
Women, the Director of the Library 
Commission spoke. For a long time 
she had been trying to get up the nerve 
to startle an audience into looking 
squarely at what we were faced with 
in every library in the state. “Now of 
all audiences, this should be the one. 
If these university women do not ap- 
preciate the cost of an educational in- 
stitution, the value of specialized train- 
ing for the job, even that books cost 
money, then who will?” So we tried 
it. “There isn’t a single really good 
library in Mississippi.” 


Yes, the result was about what we 
would expect. First, there was shock. 
The ripples of anger began to stir the 
surface. The speaker turned to the 
librarian present and asked: “Miss 
Broach, do you have a good library?” 
(The meeting was in Meridian) Jeanne 
Broach, as honest a librarian as ever 
tried to give $2.00 per capita service 


for 50¢, promptly replied, “Why, of 
course not. This is just a marginal 
institution.” Then the audience began 


to think with us about what we really 
meant. The AAUW measured up to 
our expectations. We believe it was 
worth the plunge. 


The second occurrence is the study 
being made of the library service in 
every county in the state by the wo- 
men of the Farm Bureau under the 
leadership of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee of MLA. Elsewhere in this issue 
is carried the full story. Here we wish 
to belabor the point a moment longer: 
The more people who look at what a 
library should be—a really good library 
that is—the more nearly we will 
achieve the kind of service that has 
been so aptly described as “less a 
reservoir than a fountain.” 


And what about your public library? 
Is it a good one? Honest, now! 





Student Library Assistants of 

Mississippi 

All school librarians and student li- 
brary assistants are urged to attend 
the annual state meeting of SLAM, Stu- 
dent Library Assistants of Mississippi, 
in Jackson in November. The exact 
date will be announced later. If local 
student assistant groups have not paid 
their dues of $1.00 per school, please 
mail to Beverly Mallette, Treasurer, 
Clarksdale. All member schools of 
SLAM have been asked to submit a 
drawing for the pin to represent the 
organization. These drawings will be 
taken to the fall meeting, where they 
will be judged. They should be sub- 
mitted on paper the size of typing 
paper. 





HUNTTING 


OFFERS COMPLETE SERVICE 
TO HELP YOU SAVE!! 


Any Book-Any Publisher -Any Binding 
(J SCREENING SERVICE 
Saves Binding Costs 
() PLASTI-KLEER* & MYLAR** JACKETS 
Increase Your Circulation 
(J HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
Beautiful and Durable 
(] HUNTTING ECONOMY BINDING 
Thrifty but Lasting 
(CJ BOOK FAIRS & BOOK EXHIBITS 
Profit for You 
() STANDARD JUVENILE C 
11,000 Titles — All Major a. Wilson 


Card Availability Indicated — Commenda- 
tions of Library Authorities 


(J PREBOUND PRIMERS & READERS 
Books in Series 
Reluctant Reader Material 


(C) SPRING & FALL JUVENILE CATALOGS 
(0) MONTHLY ADULT LISTS 


Information and Catalogs FREE on Request 


ee. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 


29 Worthington St. 
Springfield 3, Mass. 
Over a Half Century 
Serving Libraries and Schools 


*Trademark of Bro-Dart Industries, Inc. 
**Trademark of E. |. DuPont De Nemours & Co. 














Money Appropriated 
Library Services Act 


to Administer 


At long last the Library Services 
Act passed—and money to administer 
it has been appropriated. 


To review briefly, the purpose of the 
Act is to promote the further deve- 
lopment of public library service in 
rural areas without such services or 
with inadequate service. For purposes 
of this bill, a rural area is any incor- 
porated or unicorporated place of 10,000 
population or less. That, of course, in- 
cludes most of Mississippi. No part 
of the money may be used for build- 
ings or purchase of land. 


In each state, the state library ex- 
tension agency (in Mississippi the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission) is charged 
with the responsibility of administer- 
ing the program. The Commission 
board and staff, with the help of many 
public librarians over the state, have 
about completed plans for the use of 
the money—within the framework of 
the purpose and limitations of the pro- 
gram as outlined in the law. 


One of the first basic requirements 
for eligibility to receive aid from the 
Library Services Act money is that 
an area desiring to participate must 
first show strong enough interest to 
help itself in a financial way by provid- 
ing a local sum equivalent to a one 
mill tax on the assessed valuation of 
the area. Library service must also 
be made free to all people living with- 
in the confines of the geographical area 
involved. 


There’s many a slip between the cup 
and the lip—in this case, a $5,000,000 
slip. Instead of appropriating the $7,- 
500,000 called for in the Act, the last 
Congress appropriated only about $2,- 
000,000. Further appropriations to car- 
ry on the five-year program are to be 
made by Congress in its next session. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 
































































































SBB 
Tw 
publi 
Assoc 
scrip 
into 
ber | 
Head 






































nister 


INSIDE U. S. A. 


Vices 
nister 


f the 


leve- 
ein 
S OF 
OSes 
1Ccor- 
0,000 , , , 
. i. SBB and Booklist Merge Bulletin as the reviews are ready, in- 
Two noted book selection periodicals stead of on a quarterly basis as pre- 
Part ; ; é . 
tild. Published by the American Library viously. 
Association—The Booklist, and Sub- Editor of The Booklist is Edna Vanek. 
scription Books Bulletin—were merged Selection of books listed is made with 
ex- into one periodical effective Septem- the help of the votes of cooperating 
Mis- ber 1, 1956, it was announced at ALA librarians engaged in book selection in 
‘ged Headquarters in Chicago. various kinds of libraries throughout 
ter- The combined publication, The Book- the country. Reading, final selection, 
sion list and Subscription Books Bulletin and annotation of books listed are by 
any will be available to subscribers at the The Booklist staff. Each semi-monthly 
ave present subscription price of The Book-_ issue contains brief descriptive and 
. of list—$6 a year for 23 issues, published critical- notes on 100-125 new books, 
of twice each month except August. Cost some reviewed in advance of publica- 
ro- of Subscription Books Bulletin has been tion date. Separate sections are devot- 
$3 a year for four issues. ed to books for children and young 
The Booklist, now in its 52nd year people. Other regular features include: 
nts of publication, is a guide to current’ separate listing by title of books sug- 
the books; Subscription Books Bulletin, has gested for the small library, lists of 
hat been for 26 years a quarterly guide to. series and new editions, films, foreign 
a reference books, such as encyclopedias, titles, U.S. government publications, 
dictionaries, atlases, and juvenile sets. and free or inexpensive material. In 
to The merger was voted by the ALA addition to giving full buying infor- 
id- Executive Board during the recent mation, The Booklist classifies titles 
ne ALA Annual Conference in Miami by the decimal classification, gives sub- 
of Beach. The decision was reached after ject headings and Library of Congress 
“ a study which included a sampling of card numbers and indicates whether 
opinion of one in ten subscribers to Wilson cards are available. 
h- each periodical. More than 80 per cent Chairman of the Subscription Books 
va of the votes received favored the mer- Committee is Donna D. Finger, Head, 
ger. Reference Department, Kansas City 
Present circulation of The Booklist (Mo.) Public Library. The voluntary 
ip is 12,857; and of Subscription Books committee is composed of 35 librarians 
00 Bulletin, 5,752. who prepare critical reviews of all 
be The selection and reviewing proce- types of subscription and reference 
st dures and the content of the reviews books of general interest, including 
| dealing with each type of material will those sold “door-to-door.” It evaluates 
remain unchanged. Reviews now ap- and compares books and sets, stating 
o pearing in Subscription Books Bulletin whether they are “recommended” or 
e will be published in a separate section “not recommended” for home, school, 
of The Booklist and Subscription Books and public libraries. 
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° STORM CENTER 
A Review of the Bette Davis Movie 


Kay Cooley 
Asst. Director, Mississippi Library 
Commission 


If the film Storm Center has anything 
at all to recommend it, one would be 
hard put to find it—unless you count 
the burning of an antiquated library 
building and an assortment of prob- 
ably very musty books as a thing of 
joy forever. 

The movie deals with what may hap- 
pen in a community when censorship 
is imposed on its library. At least, that 
is what the Exploitation Department 
of Columbia Pictures Corporation says 
that it deals with. Actually, it has 
very little to do with censorship. 

It is more the maudlin story of the 
relationship between an emotionally 
disturbed child and a very stubborn 
aging woman, who by virtue of being 
“from a good family” was appointed 
the city librarian. 

Bette Davis as the librarian, Alicia 
Hall, is at her most unattractive. She 
dresses and acts like a sweet little old 
lady who is more interested in having 
her way than anything else. The li- 
brary setup and the routines used are 
those of the dark ages in libraries. Be- 
lieve it or not, the assistant librarian 
wears a smock! 

The whole point of the freedom to 
read is lost in the picture, drowned 
out by the hysterics of the little boy 
who finally “gets even” with every- 
body by burning down the library. The 
librarian in her discussions of the prob- 
lem with her Board never attempts to 
put over her point. 

What could have and should have 
been a wonderful educational movie 
is not only poorly done but is down- 
right unpalatable. 

These words are those of the review- 
er; but, alas, the reaction is not just 
one woman’s opinion. The air in the 
auditorium in Miami Beach where the 
preview was held during the ALA Con- 
vention was heavy with groans and in- 
dignation. 
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Institute on the Library Collection 


The University of Illinois Division of 
University Extension and the Library 
School have announced a cooperative 
Institute on the Nature and Develop. 
ment of the Library Collection, to be 
held at Robert Allerton Park in Mon- 
ticello, Illinois, November 11-14. 

Among the topics planned for pre- 
sentation and discussion at the Insti- 
tute, especially as they apply to small 
and medium-sized public libraries are 
the selection of books for adults and 
children, periodicals and documents in 
the library collection, the role of paper- 
bounds in libraries, the jobber and the 
library collection, the selection of films 
and other audio-visual materials, the 
role of the state library in building 
the collection, and censorship and selec- 
tion. 

Preliminary announcement of this 
institute, showing fees, etc., may be 
had from the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission, 405 State Office Building, 
Jackson. Copies of the final announce- 
ment may also be had from the Com- 
mission. 


A 


nnouncing --- 


The NEW 
BRO-DART 


SUPPLY CATALOG 
@ A Complete line of supplies 
for LIBRARIES and SCHOOLS. 


@e 84 pages -- Illustrated -- 
Introducing many new .. . useful 
items. 


The Bro-Dart Products that hove long been 
library ‘favorites’ .. PLUS . . a wide select- 
ion of standard supplies covering every con- 
ceivable library need. 

WRITE FOR 


Your Copy .. . if you ore not already on 
Bro-Dart’s mailing list. 


BRO-DART INDUSTRIES 
Library Efficiency Division 
85 E. Alpine Street, Newark 5, New Jersey 
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Don’t Vote in the Dark! 


The American Library Association is 
cooperating with more than 100 other 
national organizations in the 1956 non- 
partisan “Register, Inform Yourself, and 
Vote’ Campaign sponsored by the 
American Heritage Foundation. ALA 
won a top award for distinguished 
srvice in the previous campaign to 
get out the vote in the 1952 national 
election. 


ALA President Ralph R. Shaw, Pro- 
fessor, Rutgers University Graduate 
School of Library Service, said: 


“The campaign slogan, ‘Don’t vote in 
the Dark’ is especially significant to 
librarians. I am sure they will wish to 
spread this message in connection with 
the 1956 elections so that more people 
will use the library for information on 
the candidates and the issues. The slo- 
gan emphasizes the important area in 
which libraries continuously play their 
community role—helping citizens to be 
informed.” 

Mrs. Dorothy K. Smith, Interim Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the ALA Public 
Libraries Division, urged that librarians 
use the resources of their own libraries 
for the essential information job, and 
work closely with other groups in their 
local communities. 


Posters especially designed for li- 
braries are being distributed direct 
from ALA to libraries in towns of 10,- 
000 population and over; other libraries 
may obtain them from the Mississippi 
Library Commission, 405 State Office 
Building, Jackson. 


The red, white and blue posters, 
which are contributed by Encyclopedia 
Britannice, Inc., emphasize “USE 
YOUR LIBRARY” and carry this mes- 
sage: “Vote, but don’t vote in the dark 
—Listen! Read! Look! Talk! Discuss! 
Think!” 
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Mrs. Smith said that the role of li- 
brarians who participate in the cam- 
paign is found in implementing the slo- 
gan and providing materials suggested 
by the words on the poster. 

Under “Listen,” libraries may main- 
tain a Calendar of Community activi- 
ties—speakers, radio and television and 
club programs related to the issues in 
the campaign; may provide a meeting 
place in the library for speakers and 
discussion groups; may have for loan 
tape-recorder broadcasts, speeches and 
discussions; may have recordings of 
pertinent subject matter. 

Under “Read,” the libraries may have 
books, pamphlets, magazines, and 
newspapers; background information to 
assist speakers; furnish book lists; have 
reading material to supplement stu- 
dents’ work in social studies and poli- 
tical science; emphasize the importance 
of reading materials on the Americal 
heritage and all aspects of citizenship. 

Under “Look,” libraries may display 
posters; supply reminder bookmarks; 
prepare special bulletin boards; pre- 
pare exhibits and cooperate with citizen 
groups in setting up exhibits outside 
the library; provide slides, filmstrips 
and motion pictures; participate in tele- 
vision and radio programs. 

Under “Talk,” and “Discuss,” the 
library may provide information for 
public addresses, forums, debates and 
discussion groups; may plan and ini- 
tiate a series of library-sponsored dis- 
cussion group programs; may provide 
non-partisan book talks; may encourage 
other community groups to organize 
discussion groups. 

Under “Think,” the library may en- 
courage reflection and review of our 
historical heritage that provides in- 
spiration for good citizenship; attempt 
to provide the library user with an 
opportunity to Listen, Read, Look, Talk, 
and Discuss, so that he will Think— 
and then Vote as he pleases. 








THE MIAMI BEACH CONFERENCE 
ALA at the Fabulous Fontainebleau 


Kay Cooley 
Mississippi Library Commission 


First Offender 


I couldn’t have picked a nicer time 
to become a first offender. This was 
my first ALA convention. Not being 
exactly talented in sitting, standing, nor 
in walking, my inclination toward 
lengthy conferences is not very well 
pronounced, to say the least. But who 
could resist a chance to visit Miami 
Beach? I couldn’t. And now that I 
have committed my first offense, I am 
pretty well sold on ALA conferences— 
especially those in Miami Beach! 


Down the Tamiami Trail—and 
Back Again 


The trip from Jackson to Miami 
Beach and back home (including the 
side tours, of course) was to the con- 
ferees what recess is to school children. 
You want to participate and learn in 
the serious pursuits, but playing is 
more fun, of course. 


The two-car caravan took off from 
Jackson early Wednesday afternoon 
with Lelia B. Clark, Anona Jenkins 
Mrs. C. A. Doster, Martha Couty and 
Kay Cooley in one car and Lura Cur. 
rier and two Oklohoma librarians, Hol- 
lis Haney and Esther Henke, in the 
other. Jack Hudspeth of the Commis. 
sion Board came later. 

We left Jackson in a storm and ar- 
rived in Miami Beach in a storm. Be- 
ing pushed for time on the trip down 
little sightseeing was done. The nicest 
feature of the trip was a picnic supper 
at the home of Gretchen Schenck in 
Summerdale, Alabama. Other than this 
pause, we drove rather steadily, with 
not too much entertainment except the 
pleasure of gawking at the lush scenery 
It was too bad that our trip through 
most of the Everglades was made after 
dark. It was in this area that I lost my 
awe of orchids. You can’t be too im- 
pressed with a flower that you see 
growing indiscriminately on an assort- 
ment of trees. 
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DIXIE BOOKBINDING CO. 


E. H. Young, Proprietor 


Bible -- Library Binding -- Gold Lettering 
Ruling - - Loose Leaf Binding 


215 S. FARISH - DIAL 3-1483 - JACKSON, MISS. 
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At free periods during the Conven- 
tion, we did the spots in that part of 
Florida. We went to Key West to eat 
turtle steak and to put our feet on the 
southernmost point of Florida. We 
took a sightseeing boat on Biscayne 
Bay to see the fabulous Millionaire’s 
Row. And, of course, just being in 
Miami, even during the off season, is 
exciting. 

The return trip included a night spent 
in Fort Pierce, the winter quarters of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates and breakfast 
at Varo Beach, the home of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers. There was a visit to the 
Bok Tower, to Lakeland, and to beau- 
tiful Cypress Gardens for lunch, gar- 
den tour and a view of the water ski- 
ing show. 


Jackson looked good but very plain, 
I'm afraid, after the almost vulgar 
lushness of Florida. 


Business As Usual 

The ALA council meetings dealt 
largely with final steps in the imple- 
mentation of the management survey 
which would accomplish ALA reorgani- 
zation. It also heard reports of the 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee to 
frame a working document adapted to 
the changed organization, and gave ap- 
proval to a recommendation that the 
revised constitution and bylaws become 
effective January 1, 1957. 


The usual reports, recommendations 
and other business took place. For this, 
I suggest the ALA Bulletin as a better 
source of information. 


Scenes From the Setting 

(1) A Storytelling Festival put on by 
the Children’s Library Association was 
one of the popular attractions of the 
Conference. Chief storyteller was Fran- 
ces Clarke Sayers formerly with the 
Children’s Department of the New York 
City Public Library and later with the 
Library of Congress. 

(2) Miss Jessamyn West was speaker 
at one of the sessions. She is the author 
of Cress Delehanty and other stories 
about and for young people. She be- 
lieves that “short of life saving itself 
there is no more blessed act on this 
earth than the spirit saving act of put- 
ting into the hands of a hungry child 
a book which will sustain him imagina- 
tively, feed him morally and refresh 
him aesthetically.” 

(3) An international flavor was given 
to the Conference by the address of 
Mr. Philip M. Sherlock, Vice Principal 
of the University College of the West 
Indies, Jamaica. He made us aware 
of the fact that a unity of diverse peo- 
ples could be accomplished and without 
military power. He predicted that by 
1958 thare would be a Federal Govern- 
ment of the British Caribbean. 

(4) The auction of valuable items to 
help swell the Frederic G. Melcher 
Scholarship Fund afforded some good 
fun as well as good money. Items easily 
reached $50.00 and up. Over $3,000 was 
received. The adroit auctioneers were 
Jerome Cushman, Librarian of Salina, 
Kansas; Ralph Shaw, the new ALA 

(Please turn Page) 
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WOOSTER, OHIO 
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EARL H. GRAY -- Mississippi Sales Representative 
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President; and Quincy Mumford, Li- 
brarian of Congress. 


(5) Governor Frank G. Clement of 
Tennessee was a popular oratorical and 
able speaker. A quotation from Gover- 
nor Clement’s speech follows: 


“Private enterprise should do all it 
can, but when private enterprise can- 
not or will not give this or that 
necessity, the Federal Government 
must come into the breach.” 


(6) One of the fun-makers was the 
social function given by the Grolier 
Society at which official librarians 
found their pictures superimposed on 
the Masterpieces. For 10 cents each 
(which went for the benefit of the 
Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship Fund) 
guests secured the autographs of these 
dignitaries. For example, L. Quincy 
Mumford, Librarian of Congress, ap- 
peared as Sir Thomas More by Holbein 
and President John S. Richards found 
himself as Postman Roulin by Van 
Gogh. 


Mississippians in Miami 


These were also seen at the Miami 
Beach Convention: Lucile Miller, Di- 
rector of the Tombigbee Regional Li- 
brary, West Point; Pearl Sneed, Li- 
brarian of the Jackson Municipal Li- 
brary; Mrs. Jeanne Hardendorff, then 
Assistant Director of the First Regional 
Library; Mrs. Mary Jo Magee and Anna 
Roberts of Mississippi Southern College 
Library; Mrs. Jack Hudspeth of Cock- 
rum; Mrs. Louise Trevilion of the Car- 
negie Public Library in Clarksdale; 
Mary Love, President of MLA; Susie 
Bull, Librarian of the Lee High School 
in Columbus; Forrest Palmer, Director 
of Libraries, Mississippi State College. 
There were probably others there, but 
I can’t remember seeing them. Not too 
bad a representation for Mississippi! 
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National Children’s Book Week 


“It’s Always Book Time!”  Thov. 
sands of youngsters across the nation 
will use this slogan as a focal point fo; 
special activities in observance of the 
38th annual National Children’s Book 
Week November 25 to December 1. 


This year Leonard Weisgard, well. 
known children’s book illustrator and 
commercial artist, has designed the 
colorful “It’s Always Book Time” pos. 
ter. 


Information about the poster and 
other material may be obtained by 
writing’ to the Children’s Book Coun- 
cil, 50 West 53rd Street, New York 19 





NEW—for your library! 


®@ Plastic Display Letters 
durable — 3 dimensional 
6 colors 


®@ Magazine Reinforcing Tape 
4 colors for matching and 
protecting magazine covers 


@ Wire Book Holder 
clever device for holding 
books open for easy reading 


Please write for complete information. 


Za4? 


Y 


rd Gr08. Vue. 


SUPPLIES 


SYRACUSE *+ NEW YORK 








MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 


| Jack 


| ty o 





Staf: 


educ 
Japéz 
sity, 
poin 
Ame 
beer 
Secr 
will 

Boa 
and 


S catic 


Nov 


for 


Mr. 
on | 


qua: 
forn 
Con 
Mr. 

Nev 


as 
Lib: 
Exe 
Lib: 
tem 





‘hou- 
ation 
t for 
f the 
Book 


well. 
and 
the 
pos- 


and 
1 by 
‘Oun- 
c 19 


ry! 


e 
id 
rs 


ng 
Ig 


tion. 








Staff Changes at ALA 


Robert L. Gitler, well known library 
educator who has been Director of the 
Japan Library School at Keio Univer- 
sity, Tokyo, since 1951, has been ap- 
pointed to the headquarters staff of the 
American Library Association, it has 
been announced by ALA Executive 
Secretary David H. Clift. Mr. Gitler 
will serve as Secretary of the ALA 
Board on Education for Librarianship 
and Executive Secretary, Library Edu- 
cation Division, entering on his duties 
November 1, 1956. 


Announcement of the appointment of 
Jack Dalton, Librarian of the Universi- 
ty of Virginia, as Director of the Office 
for Overseas Library Development of 
ALA, has been made by David H. Clift. 
Mr. Dalton will take his new position 
on October 1. 


The new librarian at the ALA Head- 
quarters Library is David K. Easton, 
formerly Librarian of the Caribbean 
Commission, Port of Spain, Trinidad. 
Mr. Easton is a native of North River, 
New York. 


S. Janice Kee has accepted a position 
as Secretary of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission. Her position as 
Executive Secretary of the ALA Public 
Libraries Division is being held down 
temporarily by Mrs. Dorothy K. Smith. 


Library Trustees Please Note 


A far-reaching action program, deve- 
loped through a lively panel discussion, 
was adopted by the American Associa- 
tion at Miami Beach. 


The program (published in full in 
the September issue of Public Li- 
braries, publication of the ALA Public 
Libraries Division) covers four areas: 
1. Develop state trustee programs; 2. 
Help develop state plans implementing 
the new Revised Standards and op- 
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portunities presented by the Library 
Services Act; 3. Educate the public on 
the local library and its services, co- 
operating with Friends groups and 
other organizations; 4. Build up trus- 
tee enthusiasm and activity through 
state and regional meetings, member- 
ship in ALA, a two-day workshop at 
the Kansas City Conference, a new 
trustee bulletin, and promoting the 
Bowker publication, A Handbook for 
Library Trustees and the University 
of Chicago Home-Study course, “How 
to Be a Good Library Board Member.” 


AALT President Frank T. Milligan, 
of Jefferson, Iowa, who is directing the 
action program, urged trustees to en- 
roll in the Home-Study course, which 
is co-sponsored by the University of 
Chicago and the American Library As- 
sociation. He said: 


“Last year, more than 200 trustees 
throughout the country were enrolled 
in the course and this is a splendid 
beginning during the first year of the 
course. There were 24 different groups 
of trustees totalling 157 and the rest 
were individual enrollments. 


“IT believe broad participation in this 
study program is a first step in 
strengthening local boards and improv- 
ing the quality of district and state 
trustee programs—thereby the national 
trustee program will be strengthened. 
I urge all trustees to consider at an 
early Fall meeting group and individual 
enrollment in the Home-Study course.” 


The 10-lesson course was prepared 
by Helen A. Ridgway, formerly ALA 
Public Library Specialist, who also 
functions as course adviser. Dr. Ho- 
ward Winger, assistant professor of li- 
brary science, Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago, has been newly 
added as a course adviser. Both he 
and Miss Ridgway serve as personal 
tutors to enrollees. 


Full information may be obtained 
from The Home-Study Department, 
University of Chicago, 1375 E. 60th 
Street, Chicago. 
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The Library Mart 


Helen T. Geer, formerly Librarian 
of the ALA Headquarters Library, has 
begun a new service for librarians and 
manufacturers called THE LIBRARY 
MART. 

The Library Mart is a selective col- 
lection of equipment and supplies ar- 
ranged by categories: mending, display, 
circulation, cataloging, shipping, main- 
tenance, etc. Products of many manu- 
facturers will form a combined equip- 
ment display of materials of interest 
to you. 

The Library Mart gives you an op- 
portunity to see and compare products 
of manufacturers of equipment and 
supplies. Some of these items have 
never before been seen at conferences. 

You may write to The Library Mart 
for information on any piece of equip- 
ment in which you are interested. Per- 
tinent data will be sent to you if avail- 
able—if not, a search for the product 
will be made. 

A special visit of the Library Mart 
can be arranged for your library, 
school, institute or workshop for a 
small fee at a mutually convenient 
time. Consultant service on equipment 
and supplies is available. 

You will find The Library Mart at 
major conferences. Use it as a place 
to talk over equipment and supply 
problems—to express your views and 
needs. 


A descriptive catalog of all products 
displayed is available for future buying 
information. 

For details, write to Helen T. Geer, 
333 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 528, 
Chicago 1, Illinois. 


The Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
during its convention in late July, ap- 
proved “Operation Libraries” as a na- 
tional program. Accordingly, each lo- 
cal chapter is authorized to support the 


public library in its community and 
to give it appropriate help whenever 


possible. 
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Grace Stevenson AEA President-Elect 


The Adult Education Association of 
the United States has announced elec- 
tion of Mrs. Grace T. Stevenson, As- 
sociate Executive Secretary of the 
American Library Association, as its 
President-Elect, to take office as AEA 
President in November, 1957. 


Mrs. Stevenson will succeed Elbert 
W. Burr, manager of personnel deve- 
lopment at Monsanto Chemical Conm- 
pany, St. Louis, Mo., who will be in- 
stalled as AEA President for 1956-57 
at the Association’s conference in At- 
lantic City, N. J. in November. 


Mrs. Stevenson, who is well known as 
a leader in the adult education move- 
ment, is Director of the ALA Office for 
Adult Education and was the first Di- 
rector, 1951-52, of the ALA American 
Heritage Project which launched a 
nationwide program of community dis- 
cussion groups under library leader- 
ship. She came to ALA Headquarters 
in Chicago from the Seattle (Wash, 
Public Library where she was head of 
the Adult Education and Film Depart- 
ment. 


In the AEA, Mrs. Stevenson has been 
an active member since 1951 and serv- 
ed as a Vice President. 1954-55; a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee, 1953- 
54; and as a member of the Delegate 
Assembly. She also has served on the 
AEA Publications Committee and on 
the Executive Committee of the AEA 
Council of National Organizations. 


Library Adult Education in Action 


Getting down to cases in library adult 
education service is what Eleanor Phin- 
ney does with Library Adult Education 
in Action, published in July by the 
American Library Association. Those 
who are concerned with how “adult 
education” techniques and materials 
fit into librarianship are now offered 
a concrete picture of actual experiences 
which may counteract some miscon- 
ceptions. 
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What is a Dirty Book? 


Only the kind of book which falsi- 
fies life is really “dirty,” according to 
one of America’s noted authors—Jes- 
samyn West—at the Third General 
Session of the American Library Asso- 
ciation’s 75th Annual Conference in 
Miami Beach. 


Miss West, author of “Cress Delehan- 
ty,’ and many other novels and short 
stories, declared: 


“....1 think we make a great mis- 
take when we guard our young people 
from books with ugly truths, but per- 
mit and even encourage them to read 
those which tell pretty lies. The ugly 
story, which does not misrepresent life, 
may come too early to the young read- 
er. The false book, though its surface 
be satin smooth, is wrong or hurtful, 
early or late. 


“....There is then only one kind of 
dirty book and that is the book that 
falsifies life—and whether the falsifi- 
cation is in the direction of the tough 
or the tender matters probably less 
than we think. 


“The falsely tender, falsely sweet, 
falsely romantic book will always pro- 
bably be more appealing and hence 
potentially capable of doing more harm 
to the young girl than the falsely tough. 
Brutal truths have damaged all of us 
less than false attitudes, spurious emo- 
tions. I confess that I do not know 
how such damaging books can be kept 
out of the hands of young people. But 
I writhe when I remember the hours 
wasted on their mendacities—hours and 
mendacities which still mark me. And 
I writhe when I remember the books 
I missed reading at the right time be- 
cause of them. 


“I believe that short of life saving 
itself there is no more blessed act on 
this earth than the spirit saving act 
of putting into the hands of a hungry 
child a book which will sustain him 
imaginatively, feed him morally, and 
tefresh him aesthetically.” 
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Crowded Hours 


October 1-8—National Newspaper Week 
October 24—United Nations Day 
October 25-27—Mississippi Library As- 
sociation Convention, Jackson 
November 11—Veterans Day 


November 11-14—Institute on the Na- 
ture and Development of the Library 
Collection, Allerton Park 

November 15—Deadline for news items 
for December MLN to reach reporters 


November 17—State meeting of Stu- 
dent Library Assistants of Mississippi 


November 22—Thanksgiving Day 


November 25-December 
Children’s Book Week 


December 25—Christmas Day 


1—National 





Have You Yoined ? 


THE BounpD-to-StTay-BounD 


Fibound BOOK CLUB PLAN 
ti 


AT AMAZING SAVINGS. 


Now, for the first time you can 
get Bound-To-Stay-Bound 
PRE-BOUND books in a Club 
Pian which saves you time 
and money. Books in each 
group will be selected — five 
from Spring publication and 
seven from Fall publication. 
Any selection not wanted may 
be returned for full credit. For 
complete information, send 
TODAY for brochure describ- 
ing the plan and the books. 
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Have your binding carefully done by skilled binders, 
in modern plant, by modern methods and using only 
the best grades of materials. 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY 


“Library Binding a Specialty” 
910 - 25TH AVENUE P. ©. BOX 214 


TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 


“BOUND TO PLEASE” 














